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Agriculture and Calf-Rearing
Project Coordinator - Mrs. C. Rajalakshmi
25 women farmers from the village of Musuntapatti in Sivagangai District, Tamil Nadu are participating in this one-year project.

SWADT has developed 20 self-help groups, five farmers groups and five student’s green corps in schools. They have conducted awareness groups, promotion of natural farming methods, naturopathy and yoga awareness programs, credit linkages for self-help groups, tree planting, campaign against plastic and poly-bags abuses, and environmental awareness campaigns. The women will be trained for four days in water and soil management, inter-crops and herbal pesticides. Each woman has less than two acres of rain-fed land. They will purchase a calf for compost and panchakavya preparation and will sow nine varieties of millet and grams which they will till back into the land to reclaim it. The crops they will then raise are groundnuts, red grams, cow peas and beans. Each woman will receive a loan of $155, which will be repaid to their federation which will oversee repayments and redistributions. Anticipated economics are:

	GROSS ANNUAL INCOME
	EXPENSES
	SAVING
	LOAN PAYMENT
	NET INCOME:

ANNUAL

MONTHLY

	$1,020
	$160
	$27
	$195
	$645

$53


From Dr. Kannan’s site visit report, “Service for Women and Agricultural Development Trust is headed by Mrs.C. Rajalakshmi and Mr. Andiappan. Both of them have good experience in organizing women and income-generation programmes. The beneficiaries belong to two women self-help groups of Musuntapatti village. The beneficiaries explained the project of calf-raising and groundnut and beans cultivation.”
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