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Horticulture, Floriculture, and Calf-Rearing
Project Coordinator - Brother S. Mathivanan
20 women farmers from two self-help groups in Karur District, Tamil Nadu are participating in this one-year project.

The women, each of whom has less than two acres of land, have been farming with chemical inputs and will be learning about natural and organic farming and inter-crop methods. They will rear a cow to produce manure for compost and herbal pesticides. Loans will be repaid in 11 installments at 12% interest. Each woman will receive a loan of $240 to purchase a calf, seeds, seedlings and worms for vermi-compost. The beneficiaries will enroll themselves into a common federation that will have office bearers and joint bank accounts. The federation will take responsibility for collection of loans and redistributions. Anticipated economics are:

	GROSS ANNUAL INCOME
	EXPENSES
	SAVING
	LOAN PAYMENT
	NET ANNUAL

INCOME:

	$1,265
	$120
	$25
	$270
	$850


Snekithi has been a RSWR partner on two previous occasions, 2008 and 2010. From Dr. Kannan’s site visit report, “Snekithi’s previous projects (banana value-added products, organic vegetable cultivation, and traditional milk animal projects, are continuing, and adding more beneficiaries. Snekithi’s target area is fertile with good water sources. Green fodder is available in abundance. Beneficiaries have good skill, experience and knowledge related to agriculture and raising milk animals. They are open and interested in trying organic agriculture.”

Project Completed:
June 30, 2012

