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Thatch-Making, Mat-Making, and Refreshment Vending
Project Coordinator - Dr. A. Ravikumar
42 scavenger women from Thanjavur District, Tamil Nadu are participating in this one-year project.

RASET has been involved in school enrollment campaigns within the scavenger communities, evening study centers for children, promotion of child rights, health awareness and education, medical and health camps, summer camps for children, and sustainable agriculture. For this project, women who have been scavengers will be given training on thatch-making, marketing, records and accounts keeping. Two women, who are widows, will take up café running together. Thirty will make thatches and ten will sell finished mats by street vending. The women will receive loans according to their income-generating project and will repay them at 12% interest.

	ACTIVITY
	LOAN
	GROSS MONTHLY INCOME
	EXPENSE
	LOAN PAYMENT
	NET MONTHLY INCOME

	Mat sales
	$155
	$290
	$200
	$18
	$72

	Thatch-making
	$55
	$135
	$55
	$6
	$74

	Café
	$135
	$235
	$150
	$15
	$70


From Dr. Kannan’s report, “Rural Action for Social Empowerment Trust is a small and newly registered trust. RASE is working among scavenger community women by organizing them as self-help groups and promoting savings and credit. RASE is also running tailoring trainings and children’s parliament programme in the target area. Beneficiaries are involved in the projects. The proposed activities are viable. RASE has good rapport with people.”

Project Completed: June 30, 2012

