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Bananas and Inter-Crops
Project Coordinator - Mrs. N. Gokila

20 women tenant farmers from two self-help groups of Kothakottai village in Pudukkottai District, Tamil Nadu will participate in this one-year project.

The project area is agricultural, where large land holders raise bananas with chemical inputs. The marginal farmers cannot afford these inputs and the associated costs the big land owners have.  This project will teach the women about natural/organic farming methods and inter-cropping. They will also be trained in soil and water conservation, including field demonstrations on the production of natural pesticides and fertilizers. The training will be for six days, after which each woman will receive a loan of $222.  The inter-crops, greens, coriander and onions, will be sold as the bananas are maturing. Anticipated economics are:

GROSS ANNUAL INCOME
EXPENSE
LOAN PAYMENT
SAVING
NET INCOME:

ANNUAL

MONTH

$2,366
$1,316
$248
$27
$775

$65

From Dr. R. Kannan's site visit report, “NEST has two staff. They have formed 50 women self- help groups. NEST has good experience in organic agriculture and herbal medicines. Beneficiaries at Kotthakottai village are marginal farmers with small land holdings. Beneficiaries explained how they have planned to do inter-cropping, organic agriculture and organic pest and disease management for the vegetables and banana.”
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