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KENYA ($4,825)
Poultry and Individual Income-Generating Projects

Project Coordinator - Miss Linah Undisa Mudogo
20 young Quaker women in Maragoli, Kenya will participate in this one-year project. The women are members of Chavakali YM.  They have all attended at least the form four level of education, but have been unable to establish livelihoods.  The group has its home at Wenyange Friends Church. 

Individually, each woman will receive a loan of Ksh10,000 to start her own business such as ground nut roasting, cake making and packaging, soap making, kerosene selling.  All of the products will be produced at a household level and distributed locally or regionally. These loans will be repaid at 20% per annum and the women will expect to make at least $24 profit per month.  The group also plans to start a group managed local poultry hatching project.  The project will entail receiving fertilized eggs from local farmers and hatching them at a fee.  For each hatched egg the women will be paid 6¢.  For each chick raised to one month old, they will be paid 48¢.  It is estimated that more than 2,000 eggs will be hatched per month for a profit of $120 and that 500 chicks will be distributed to owners for a profit of $240 per month.  Operational costs are $252 per month for a net of $108 per month for the hatchery.  Each woman will receive $6/month from the hatchery and $24 from her own business per month for a total income per woman of $30/month.   From this she will repay $9.50 per month plus interest.

From AQUAVIS's site visit report: “This is a unique group in the sense that it is made up of young women between 19-24 years who have completed their secondary education, but cannot find jobs. . . Youth unemployment is a serious problem in Kenya. These young ladies understand their predicament that if they don’t get assistance to become self-employed, the other alternatives may weigh heavily on their lives. These include early marriages with serious consequences, immorality in the villages, drug addiction, HIV/AIDS and sinking deeper into the abyss of poverty. One interesting thing is that these girls have brilliant ideas which they didn’t put on paper. Among them, we have 4 qualified tailors. All they need are sewing machines which they can use to train their friends.  We have girls who have done computer courses up to certificate level; they too can train their friends as  they operate a computer bureau and offer printing services as well as photography. These girls have no assets of their own; they have no capital but they have ideas and the zeal to be self-employed.”

Project Completed: June 30, 2012
